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Revolutionary Organization of Labor, USA

The Arab Masses Brighten May Day For Us All!

May-June 2011

“May Day, the holiday of the international working class, brings into sharp focus two
cornerstones for the successful struggle for workers’ power, for socialism leading to
communism:
(1) Our struggle is not primarily national but international in character. (2) The working
class makes history.”

(“May Day 2008: The International Workers Holiday Finally Coming Back to

the Land of Its Birth,” Ray O’ Light Newsletter #49, August-September 2008)

May Day 2011 arrives with promising times for the world revolution. The Arab masses, inspired
by the popular revolts in Tunisia and Egypt, continue their street protests in ever greater numbers
from Yemen to Jordan, from Syria to Bahrain, demanding an end to corrupt and repressive
regimes and demanding economic relief through decent and stable employment. This May Day,
proletarian revolutionaries and freedom loving people the world over salute the militant working
class of Tunisia and Egypt who were the decisive force in the popular uprisings that were
successful in toppling the dictators Ben Ali and Mubarak.

Furthermore, the fact that many popular and proletarian forces in these two countries are now
demanding a more thorough-going revolution than merely the successful removal of the corrupt
heads of state and their closest cronies is a direct repudiation of the political maneuvering of the
Obama Administration and U.S. imperialism by means of which they are trying to maintain U.S.
domination of the Middle East. Tunisian and Egyptian proletarian-led struggle is influencing the
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masses throughout the Middle East to do the same; it is a very encouraging sign of the great
potential for the more full development of national democratic revolutionary struggles in all
these countries and for the forward march to socialism. “The working class makes history.”

Precisely for this reason, the Tunisian and Egyptian masses have met with violent resistance on
the part of the so-called “reform” regimes still solidly in the hands of the military and comprador
bourgeoisie under the aegis of U.S. imperialism. This is all the more true for the street protesters
— the workers, the peasants, the students and the unemployed youth — in the other Arab countries
where the monarchical and secular military dictatorships have not yet yielded any political power
at all.

As the Arab revolution continues to unfold, U.S. imperialism is leading the charge,
economically, politically and militarily to contain and push back revolutionary progress in order
to maintain its hegemonic control of the oil rich Middle East. The U.S. imperialist-led brutal
military assault on Libya behind a “humanitarian™ disguise and with the connivance of the U.N.
and NATO and the invaluable blessings of the Arab League is aimed at establishing an
additional and more reliable imperialist military foothold, along with Iraq, with which to protect
“its” oil and strategic economic interests as the Arab people rise up in revolt.*

*NOTE: [See flyer distributed at the April 9th and 10th anti-war demonstrations and published in
this Newsletter on page 16: “Oppose U.S. Imperialist Attacks — in Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and
the USA.”]

The fact that this imperialist intervention has nothing to do with a principled defense of Arab
democratic protesters in general or special concern for the Libyan “protesters” is clear from the
following: The U.S. backed Saudi-United Arab Emirates (UAE)-Qatari military intervention
against the Bahraini protesters in Bahrain, the home of the U.S. 5th fleet and banking center of
the oil rich region, is designed with the same aim as the joint U.S.-French-British imperialist
intervention “in defense of” “the Libyan protesters,” i.e. on the side of the heavily armed rebel
army waging a civil war against the Gadhafi regime in Libya. In Libya, U.S. imperialism is
“with” the imperialist-armed protesters; in Bahrain, U.S. imperialism is with the monarchy
against the unarmed protesters.*

*NOTE: [The role of the Arab monarchy of Qatar in Libya is very instructive in this regard.
Qatar is the home base for the U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) forward headquarters
directing the U.S. imperialist wars against the peoples of Iraq and Afghanistan. Qatar is also the

home of Al Jazeera, which from the very first street protests in Libya
had broadcast (with stirring background music) CIA-packaged
interviews with “protesters” in Libya (and Egypt!) speaking in excellent
English and begging for U.S. and western imperialist intervention in
Libya. This is in marked contrast to the street protesters of all the other
Arab countries who are struggling against the reactionary regimes in
their countries. For example, the current Egyptian leadership has now
admitted that 846 unarmed protesters were killed during the 18 days of
protests that led to Mubarak’s ouster. With justifiable pride in dealing
with “their own” despots, the Egyptian protesters and others have not
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been seeking imperialist support for their protests at all. Nevertheless, on the basis of the
propaganda war waged by Al Jazeera and the western news media against Libya, British, French
and U.S. imperialist aerial bombardment was launched against Libya. Qatar became the first
Arab government to participate in the unprovoked attack on Libya. In record time, Qatar, along
with French imperialism, was the first government to give official recognition to the Libyan
“rebel government” based in Benghazi. Lo and behold, in almost the same record time, the
French and Qatari governments, while bankrolling the new ‘“rebel” government have signed
major oil contracts with the new rebel government as well.]

Imperialism, headed by U.S. imperialism, is the main enemy of the Arab people and the
international working class. What is extremely disturbing and could become a fatal flaw in these
most encouraging and inspiring popular rebellions throughout the Middle East is the apparent
lack of focus on targeting U.S. imperialism, the main sponsor of the brutal reactionary Arab
regimes. Without tackling U.S. imperialism in particular, the current ruling class, perhaps with
some new faces, a few transitory concessions and modified forms of government rule, will
continue to enslave the Arab people. And the people will remain under the heel of imperialist
exploitation and its insatiable drive for maximum profit at their expense. The apparent silence of
most street protests on U.S. imperialist responsibility for their own reactionary Arab regimes
(from Egypt, to Yemen, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, etc.) as well as the U.S. intervention in Libya
under the Obama baton, is remarkable, especially in light of the continued U.S. military
occupation of Iraq. In addition the increased use of Arab soldiers against the rising Arab masses,
from Qataris in Libya to Saudis, UAE and Qatari troops in Bahrain, all with the blessings of the
Arab League, is also of great concern.*

*NOTE: [Likewise, the open French imperialist intervention in Ivory Coast which has met with
little or no international protest seems to be another sign that direct colonial wars against
oppressed peoples, involving colonial troops as well, are once again being accepted by virtually
all the world’s states. ]

Clearly, the bankruptcy of the Chinese revisionist “theory of the three worlds” promulgated in
the so-called Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution forty years ago has been utterly exposed in
the Middle East uprisings of 2011. In the imperialist-led intervention in Libya in particular, not
one member of the United Nations Security Council, from Workers Party-led Brazil to the
“independent” Russian state to the so-called “Communist party-led Chinese government,” the
latter two with veto power, voted against the naked imperialist aggression against Libya.
Likewise, the Arab League was exposed as the U.S. imperialist/Saudi Arabian stooge
organization that it is, giving its “blessing” to the unprovoked attack on Libya.

While the Soviet revisionists of that time openly repudiated the revolutionary essence of
Leninism, pursued a pacifist path and encouraged neutral “nonalignment” of the oppressed
nations in its bourgeois nationalist pursuit of rapprochement and collaboration with U.S.
imperialism, the Chinese revisionists forty years back had to use a militant facade to cover up the
bourgeois nationalist analysis at the heart of the pseudo Marxist, pseudo revolutionary “three
worlds theory.”* According to this theory, countries or nation states were alleged to be the main
actors in the achievement of world progress. Raw bourgeois nationalism replaced the
revolutionary working class analysis of the contradictions facing international imperialism.
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Formerly, Leninism had taught that these imperialist contradictions would lead the world from
the capitalist to the socialist stage of development, with the struggle between labor vs. capital as
its linchpin, and the liberation movements of the oppressed nations and peoples against the
imperialist oppressor countries, and the inter-imperialist rivalries as the other fundamental
contradictions in this proletarian revolutionary context.

*NOTE: [In 1925 Comrade Stalin explained the basis for this bourgeois nationalist phenomenon
as follows, “... the danger of nationalism must be regarded as springing from the growth of
bourgeois influence on the Party in the sphere of foreign policy, in the sphere of the struggle that
the capitalist states are waging against the state of the proletarian dictatorship. There can scarcely
be any doubt that the pressure of the capitalist states on our state is enormous, that the people
who are handling our foreign policy do not always succeed in resisting this pressure, that the
danger of complications often gives rise to the temptation to take the path of least resistance, the
path of nationalism. ... the path of least resistance and of nationalism in foreign policy is the path
of the isolation and decay of the first country to be victorious.” (Stalin, Selected Works, Vol. 7,
pages 170-171)]

With the international communist movement dominated by the Russian revisionists in state
power on the one side and the Chinese revisionists in state power on the other, the Arab
communist proletarians and other revolutionary patriots were sold out, ostracized and
marginalized, set up, and imprisoned and killed. Today, after forty years in the global revisionist
desert, so clearly evident in the Sahara region, the great mass initiatives of the Arab people and
especially the Arab working class in the first four months of 2011, have led us to this great new
revolutionary opportunity as we celebrate May Day 2011.

It is up to the Arab working class, organized on a Marxist-Leninist Party basis and linked with its
international working class brothers and sisters around the world, to educate and unite the
politically aroused people of Arabia to overthrow the secular military dictatorships and brutal
monarchies that remain in power in virtually every Arab country and to drive out U.S.-led
imperialism in the process. This is the essence of the national democratic revolutionary stage of
the struggle that will pave the way for the Arab working class to then lead the struggle for a
socialist Arabia
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Of course there are many other arenas of working class struggle in the world today. In the USA,
the workers uprising in Wisconsin, centered around the basic union rights of public sector
workers, was undoubtedly inspired by the Tunisian and Egyptian masses coupled with the bold
and blatant right-wing corporate assault on U.S. workers and their unions. This new found
militant strength which hitherto arrogant U.S. workers, previously dismissive of the rest of the
international working class, has drawn from our Arab brothers and sisters is indicative of the
stake of the entire international proletariat in the outcome of the current struggle in the Middle
East between the rising Arab working class and toiling masses, on the one hand, and
imperialism, headed by U.S. imperialism on the other. “QOur struggle is not primarily national
but international in character.”
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The Revolutionary Organization of Labor, USA extends militant May Day greetings to
revolutionary comrades and fraternal organizations, working class fighters against monopoly
capitalism, anti-imperialist protesters rising up throughout the Middle East, resistance fighters
against U.S.-led imperialist wars of invasion and occupation in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Palestine, Libya, Honduras, Colombia and the Philippines, stalwarts in the struggle for freedom,
national liberation and socialism — all those in every corner of the globe rising up to “build a new
world from the ashes of the old.” We greet all those helping to bring about the Communist future
when “the international working class shall be the human race.”
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